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REPORT OF HEALTH OFFICER 



_ , September 10, 1928. 

To the Commissioners: 

I herewith respectfully submit a report of the work done by the 
health department during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1928. 

Part I 



POPI LATION 

Accordins: to the estima to of the United States Bureau of the 
Census, the popiihition of the District of Columbia is o^iven for the 
fiscal year enciinii; June 30, 1928, as 540,000. Of this number 403,800 
are white and 130,200 colored. All statistical data given in this 
report is, therefore, based on this estimated population. 

GENERAL BIRTH RATES AND DEATH RATES 

The following table furnishes data regarding population, births, 
stillbirths, and deaths recorded 'during the calendar year 1927, with 
similar data for previous years : 

Population, births, aliUbirths, and deaths in the District oj Columbia, with corre- 
sponding rates during the calendar years 1901-1927, indusive 



Calendar year 



Popula- 
tion 



Births 



1901-19061 311.320 

1906-19101 33t),y40 

l^'ll-1915i I 353.443 

li>l()-iy20i i 413.270 

l!)21-iy25i 473. T70 

1926- 

1927 



528,000 
540,000 



5, 409 
fi.QOO 
7, 028 
S, 025 
9. 141 
9,004 
9,175 



Still- 
births 



570 
577 
478 
484 
493 
492 
487 



Deaths 



6, 042 
6,204 
6, 188 
7,120 
6. 607 
7. 388 
6,987 



Rate per 1,000 population 



Births 



17. 38 
20. 4S 
19. 88 
19.41 
19. 32 
17.05 
17.00 



still- 
births 



Deathis 



1. 71 
1.35 
1.17 
1.04 
.92 
.90 



19.41 
1\ 71 
17. 50 
17. '.^S 
13. 94 
13.99 
12.94 



' Annual average for 5-year period. 



Births. — In the following tables an analysis is given of the registered 
Hve births and stillbirths, according to race: 

Natality in the District of Columbia, by years and by race, during the calendar years 

1906-1927, inclusive 



Calendar year 


Births and stillbirths registered 


Kate per 1,000 of correspond- 
ing population 


White 


Colored 


Unknown 


Total 


White 


Colored 


Total 


190r,-1910i. i 

1911-1915 1 1 


4, 832 
4,962 
5,956 
6,671 
6,388 
6,569 


2,583 
2, 483 
2, .^02 
2,719 
3,095 
3,085 


62 
61 
51 
44 
13 
8 


7,4_7 ' 20. 10 

7,50(; ; 1 ;».(),•) 
8,509 , ly. o:; 


2C\ 07 
25. ti:i 

23. or, 

25. 20 
23. 10 
22.65 


22. 02 
21 

20.6 
20.9 
18 

17.9 


1916-19201 1. 


1921-19251 1.... 


9, 635 
9,496 
9,662 


18. 57 
16.20 
16.27 


1926 , 

1927 

1 



Annual averagef or 6-year period. 
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Stillhirtha in the District of Columbia, relative frequency of, with reference to race 

during the calendar years 1906-1927, inclusive 





Registered stillbirths 


Rate per 1,000 


White 


Colored 


Un-' 
known 


Total 


White 


Colored 


Total 


1906-1910 1 


200 


315 


62 


577 


0.8 


3.2 


1.7 


1911-1916 1 


168 


260 


61 


478 


.7 


2.5 


1.3 


1916-19201 


210 


223 


61 


484 


.7 


2.1 


1.2 


1921-19261 


231 


217 


44 


476 


.6 


1.9 


1.0 


1926 


229 


260 


13 


492 


.6 


1.9 


.9 


1927 


236 


243 


8 


487 


.6 


1.8 


.9 



1 Annual average for 5-year period. 



Percentage of stillbirths of each class named below computed upon basis of all live 

and stillbirths, together for each class 



Calendar year 


By races 


Social status 


White 


Colored 


Total 


Legiti- 
mate 


Illegiti- 
mate 


1906-1910 1 




4. 1 


12.2 


7.7 


5.6 


14.9 


1911-1916 1 




3.4 


10.0 


6.4 


4.8 


12.6 


1916-1920 1 




• 3.5 


8.9 


5.7 


4.6 


12.9 


1921-1925 1 




3.4 


7.4 


5.0 


4.3 


8.2 


1926 




3.6 


8.1 


6.2 


4.1 


5.8 


1927 




3.6 


7.9 


6.0 


4.0 


6.4 



> Annual average for 5-year period. 



Stillbirths in the District of Columbia, relative frequency of, in home and hospital 

pradice during the calendar year 1927 



Place of birth 


White 


Colored 


Total 


Live 
births 


Still- 
births 


Per- 
centage 
of still 
to live 

and 

still 
births 


Live 
births 


Still- 
births 


Per- 
centage 

of still 
to live 

and 
still 
births 


Live 
births 


Still- 
births 


Per- 
centage 

of still 
to live 

and 

still 
births 


Still- 
births, 

un- 
known 

race 


Institutions 


4, 831 
1,602 


171 
66 


3.5 
4.3 


1,383 
1,459 


101 
142 


7.3 
9.7 


6,214 
2,961 


272 
207 


4.3 
6.9 




Homes 

Total 


8 


6,333 


236 


3.7 


2,842 


243 


8.5 


9, 175 


479 


5.2 


8 


Illegitimacy in the District of Columbia, prevalence of, by years and by race, during 

the calendar years 1906-1927, inclusive 


Calendar year 


Illegitimate births and still- 
births regist«Cf(} 


Rates per 1,000 corre- 
sponding population 


Percentage of all births 
and stillbirths re- 
ported as illegitimate 


White 


Colored 


Un- 
known 


Total 


White 


Colored 


Total 


White 


Colored 


Total 


1906-1910 1 


110 
111 
112 

125 

132 
127 


672 
541 
452 
488 

489 
520 




682 
719 

616 
660 

669 
684 


0.5 
.4 
.4 

.3 
.3 
.3 


6.9 
5.5 
4.3 

1? 

3.8 


2.0 
2.1 
1.5 
1.3 
1. 2 
1.2 


2.3 
2.2 
1.9 

1.8 
2.2 


22.1 
21.7 
18.1 
16.6 
15.8 
16.9 


9.2 
9.6 
7.2 
6.7 

6.5 
6.7 


1911-1916 » 

1916-1920 » 

1921-1926 » 

1926 

1927 


67 
52 
46 

48 
37 



> Annual average for 5-year period. 
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MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY STATISTICS 

General moridUy. — The general death rate during the calendar year 
1927 was the lowes* ever recorded in the history of the health depart- 
ment, it being 12.94 for each 1,000 of population. The lowest 
previous record of 13.34 occurred in the calendar year 1921. This 
reduction in the death rate is most gratifying. 

The total number of deaths occurring during the calendar yew 
1927 was 6,987, a decrease of 401 over the preceding year. 

The general birth rate, however, remained practically unchanged, 
there being 9,004 births recorded during the calendar year 1926 and 
9,175 during the last year; the birth rate for 1926 being 17.05, while 
that of last year was 17. Of the 6,937 deaths recorded in the calendar 
year 1927, 4,320 were white and 2,667 colored, furnishing a white 
death rate of 10.70, and a colored of 19.58. 

It is found in considering the most potent causes of death that 
diseases of the heart rank first with a total of 1,139 deaths, followed 
by nephritis with 835, mahgnant growths 605, pneumonia 577, 
pulmonary tuberculosis 515, and apoplexy 471 deaths. 

INFANT MORTALITY 

The infant death rate, like that of the general death rate, showed 
a very marked decline. In the calendar year 1926, the figures show 
that of each 1,000 birtibs reported during that year 84.5 infants died 
under 1 year of a^e, while m the last calendar year only 66.3 died. 
This is a very noticeable improvement and I feel justified in calling 
special attention to the fact. 

It might be of further interest to state that the white infant death 
rate was only 47.5 for each 1,000 white babies born in the District. 
The colored rate was much higher, although that also dropped from 
123 in 1926 to 108 in 1927 for each 1,000 babies born. 

Eadal population, deaths, and death rates in the District of Columbia, by calendar 

years, from 1901 to 1927, indvsive 



Year 


Population 


Deatbs 


Death rates 


White 


Colored 


White 


Colored 


White 


Colored 


1901-1905 1 


217, 605 


93,719 


3,396 


2,647 


16.60 


38.90 


1906-1910 » 


240, 244 


96,696 


3, 626 


2,678 


15.09 


27. a» 


1911-1915 » 


255, 162 


98,281 


3, 665 


2,523 


14. 35 


25.67 


1916-1920 1 


307, 076 


106, 194 


4,512 


2,608 


14.76 


24.70 


1921-1925 1 


358,013 


115, 758 


4, 182 


2, 424 


11.68 


20.91 


1926 


394, 300 


133, 700 


4, 598 


2, 790 


11.66 


20. 87 


1927 


403,800 


136,200 


4, 320 


2,667 


10.70 


19.58 



1 Annual average S>y«u: pwiod. 
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Tbe following tables show to what extent contagious diseases 
existed in the District of Columbia during the calendar year 1927;* i 



Reportable diseases in the District of Columbia — Cases and case rates during the 

cah ttdur years 1925, 1926, and 1927 ' . 



Diseases 


Cases 


Case rates per 100,000 














"!''■! j — ,*".'!.'. j ■..^-.lu! ..; , 


' 1925 ; 


1926 


1937 


1935 


1926 . 

lit 


1927 ; 


Anterior poliomiyelitis 


22 




14 


4.4 


1.3 


2.6 


Chicken pox_ 


770 


1,035 


1,487 


155.9 


196. 0 


275.4 


Dii)hthoria 


685 


943 


929 


137.6 


178.0 


172.0 


Epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis 


2 


6 


4 


.8 


1. 1 


.7 


Meahles- 


425 


6, 757 


164 


159.5 


1, 279. 3 


30.4 




1 


13 


6 


.4 


2.4 


1.1 


Scarlet fever 


1,260 


855 


944 


203.1 


161.9 


174.8 


Smallpox 


147 


16 


63 


11.8 


3.0 


11.7 


Tuberculosis (communicable) 


1,326 


1, 173 


1,222 


248.6 


222. 1 


226.3 


Typhoid fever 


183 


89 


78 


25.3 


16.8 


14.4 


Whooping cough 


487 


1,020 


476 


149.6 


193.2 


88.1 



Reportable diseases in the District of Columbia — Deaths, percentage of fatalities, and 
death rates during the calendar years 1926, 1926, and 1927 



• > t ' ' J ( ' • 


Deaths 


Percentage of 


Death rates 


per ' 






dealtbs to cases 




100,000 




, , . Diseases 




















. i 


1925 


1926 


1927 


1925 


1926 


1927 


1925 


1926 


1927 


Chleken p<>x - — - — -- 


4 


5 


6 


18.2. 


71.4 


42.8 


0.8 


1.0 


1.1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 




87, 


29 


24 


5.4 


3.2 


2.6 


7.4 


5.5 


4.4 


^^d^iq cerebrospinal meningitis., 


1 
4 


4 

34 


0 


25.0 
. 5 


m. 7 
.5 


75.0 
0 


.2 
.8 


.8 
6.4 


.6 

0 


Pellagra ^w*,.,{.l.,.-»^^l^,J.^ 

S ca r 1 0 1 ft' V e r . _ _ . 1 . .'. . 


u ' 2 


8 


5 


66.6 


61.5 


83.3 


.4 


1.5 


.9 


5 


7 


8 


. 5 


.8 


.8 


1.0 


1.3 


1.5 


Smallpox 


20 


0 


0 


33.9 


0 


0 


4.0 


0 


0 


Tuberculosis (communicable) 


548 


581 


606 


44.3 


49.5 


39.7 


110.1 


110.0 


112.0 


Typhoid fever „:::..!1.1 


25 


12 


10 


19.8 


14.6 


12.8 


5.0 


2.3 


1.9 




21 


39 




2.8 


3,8 


3.6 


4.2 


7.4 


3.5 



COMMUNICABLE DISEASES OF ANIMALS 



Rahies. — This disease still exists in the District of Cohnnbia, 
althoiiixh tlie records show a marked diminution in the number of 
annuals found suffering: from rabies during the calendar year 1927 
when compared with the preceding year. In 1926, 117 dogs were 
found to be rabid. During the last year (1927) only 67 were found. 
The number of persons bitten by rabid dogs was also marked^jr 
decreased. In the calendar year 1926, 123 persons were bitten as 
against 47 last year. It would appear from these figures that ihe 
situation in this District has much improved. 

While no such claim is beine: made it is, however, felt that possibly 
the extension of tlie period, from three to four months, in the order 
of the commissioners' requiring the muzzling of dogs or holding them 
in leash while in the public streets, may have had something to do 
with the improvement noted. I am inclined to believe that a further 
lengthening of the period that dogs must be held in leash or muzzled, 
while on the public streets, may bring a further improvement. 




Part II 



ADMINISTRATION 
BUREAU OP PREVENTABLE DISEASES 

The record shows that contagious diseases as a whole were more 
prevalent during the year just closed than in the preceding year. 
This increase is accounted for to a large extent by the epidemic of 
measles, which resulted in the recording of 3,400 cases of that disease 
as compared with 264 during the preceding year. There was also a 
sharp increase in the number of scarlet fever cases. 

The amount and character of the work done in the contagious 
disease service during the fiscal year 1928, is shown in the following 
table: 

Reportable diseases in the District of Columbia — Cases reported during the f^cai 

year 1927-28 ■ • 



Anterior poliomyelitis 

C'liickeiipox 

Dijilitheria ^ 

Epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis. 

Leprosy 

Measles — ... 

Pellagra 

Scarlet fever , 



1927 



6 

1 , ()44 
1, 030 
4 
0 
264 



79 



1928 



18 
733 
921 
8 
0 

.3,400 
0 

1,452 



Smallpox.. - 

Tuherculosis 

Typhoid fever 

Whooping cough. 
Influenza 



Total. 



1927 


1928 


45 


37 


1,339 


1,102 


. 86 


71 


641 


383 


152 


83 


6,020 


.8,208 







DipMheria. — During the year the department has continued its 
diphtheria-prevention work, as far as its liinited appropriation would 
permit. It is unfortunate that this work is so handicapped for lack 
of funds. 

Typhoid Jever. — The situation in the District of Columbia with 
respect to typhoid fever continues to improve." During the fiscal 
year just ended 78 cases, with 10 deaths, were recorded. In 23 
instances the infection was definitely traced to sources outside tlie 
District of Columbia, and in 25 other instances the infection was 
probably contracted outside this District. The number of cases 
reported during the fiscal year just closed represents the smallest 
number ever recorded in this District. 

Smallpox— T\\QYQ was some increase in the number of cases of 
smallpox reported during the fiscal year just closed as compared with 
the figures for the preceding year. The number reported during the 
fiscal year 1928 totaled G3, with no deaths. 

Smallpox hospital— This institution was in active operation 76 days ; 
during that time 40 patients were cared for. The total number of 
patient-days service rendered being 476, with an average stay lor 
each patient of 12 days. . . - oa 

Quarantine ,<!tat ion. —This institution was m active operation 84 
days, caring for 46, with a total of 167 inmate-days service rendered. 
The average stay of each inmate being 3 days. 
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Ambulance service. — During the fiscal year 1928, 834 patients 
suffering from minor contagious diseases were removed to hospitals 
for treatment. 



Isolating wards, Garfield Memorial and Providence Hospitals, service and expenses 

during the fiscal year 1927-28 



Institution 


Patient-days 


Total 
appro- 
priated 
by the 
Govern- 
ment 


Paid 
bv the 
District 
for the 

year 


Cost to 
District 
por free 
patient 
per day 


Amount 
received 
from pay 
patients 


Pay 


Free 


Total 


Garfield Memorial Hospital 


3,193 
1,268 


5,448 
3,200 


8,641 
4,468 


$15,000 
8,000 


$15,000 
8,000 


$2.76 
2.50 


$9, 713. 01 
(0 



1 No account of money received irora pay patients was rendered by Providence Hospital. 



BUinjecting service. — The terminal fumigation of premises after 
contagious diseases has been gradually reduced in number. Gaseous 
fumigation has been discontinued in many of the large cities, and it is 
the intention to discontinue this work in the District of Cohim})ia. 
It is felt, however, that the change should be brought about gradually, 
rather than to excite the public by abruptly discontinuing the service. 

During^ the fiscal year just closed 1,013 premises were disinfected 
for certain contagious diseases as follows: Diphtheria, 254; scarlet 
fever, 345; smallpox, 30; tuberculosis, 380; poliomyelitis, 2; and 
epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis, 2. 

Public crematorium. — During the fiscal year 590 bodies were cre- 
mated, 27 being adults, 137 infants, and 426 stillborn babies. 

Bacteriological laboratory. — There was a total of 25,208 specimens 
examined during the fiscal year just closed, which is an increase of 
2,871 over the preceding year. It is difficult to show by figures the 
amount of extra detail work reciuired in this increased work. During 
the year a closer supervision was had over the ice cream sold in this 
District than heretofore and as a result the general condition of the 
product has been much improved. 

During the year 11,776 cultures were examined for the diphtheria 
bacillus. Of the number examined 962 were found to contain that 
organism. Two hundred and six specimens of blood were tested by 
the Widal reaction" for the diagnosis of typhoid fever and 37 found 
to be positive. 

Bathing pools. — These pools have been kept under close supervision 
throughout the year. The general condition of the water in these 
pools^ has been quite satisfactory as shown by the bacteriological 
examination of samples of the water taken at frequent intervals. 

WeUs and water supply. — A greater nimiber of specimens of drink- 
ing water were examined during the year than in any previous year 
in the history of the laboratory. It is felt that this is important work 
and is given close attention. 

MilJc and cream.— There were 594 more samples of milk and cream 
examined during the year than in the preceding year. 

Ice cream.— Sixteen hundred and forty- two specimens of ice cream 
were collected and examined, an increase of 1,486 over the previous 
year. These specimens were collected from manufacturers of the 
product as well as from retail dealers. 

Serological laloratory. — Five thousand nine hundred and eighty 
specimens of blood were examined for the complement fixation test, 
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1,G36 gave a positive reaction for syphilis, or about 27 per cent. 
One thousand three hundred and forty-eight smears were examine^ 
for "gonorrhea," and 505, or about 37 per cent found to be positive. 

(lifmical lahoratonj. ~Tho total number of specimens of all kinds 
examined during the fiscal yenr was 17,()()7, divided as follows: Milk, 
b"),8SS; cream, 480; buttermilk, 12; ice cream, 1,567; water, 128; 
dniixs, 6; other foods, 28; and miscellaneous, 2, In addition to these, 
31 examinations were made for the police department, 13 for the 
coroner, and 6 for other branches of the District government. 

Dispensaries. — Tuberculosis division: The healui department was 
forced during the fiscal year to vacate the building formerly occupied 
by it for dispensary purposes at 409 Fifteenth Street NW. The 
building was torn down in connection with the large building pro- 
gram of the Federal Government. No provision having been made 
for the removal of the tuberculosis dispensary and the venereal dis- 
ease dispensary to othei" suitable quarters, the tu})erculosis dis])ensary 
was I'emoved to a small frame structure adjacent to the Tuberculosis 
Hospital at Fourteenth and Upsbur Streets NW., and the venereal 
disease dispensary to very inadequate (juarters at Gallinger Hospital. 
These removals proved a handicap to the two services, however the 
record shows that during tbe fiscal year 1928, 1,194 new patients ap- 
plied for examination and of this number 221 were found to be suffer- 
ing from tuberculosis, 387 negative for that disease and in the remain- 
ing cases a definite diagnosis is pending. Of the 221 positive cases 
124 were white and 97 colored. The total number of visits made to 
the dispensary by all the patients was 5,568. The nurses connected 
witb tbe dispensary made 5,377 visits to the homes of patients. Eight 
hundred and thirty-nine X-ray pictures were made. 

Venereal disease division of the dispensary. — The number of new 
cases applying for examination or treatment during the fiscal year 
was 1,917,' a decided falhng off when compared with the figures of 
the preceding year. The great decrease was due to the forced removal 
of the dispensary from its former quarters at 409 Fifteenth Street 
NW. to GalHnger Hospital, previously mentioned in this report. Of 
these 1,917 new cases, 445 were white and 1,472 colored. Three 
thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine salvarsan and 5,574 mercury 
injections were given for the treatment of syphilis. The total num- 
ber of visits made to the dispensary by all patients was 14,676. It 
i^^ interesting to note that of the total number of new cases treated 
309 were 15 years of age or under, 19 being of 5 years of age. 

MEDICAL AND DENTAL INSPECTION OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

It has been repeatedly pointed out that the medical and dental 
inspection in the pubhc schools is a very important branch of the 
h('alth department's activities, and that the personnel employed in 
tbis work is very inadequate. T again recommend that serious con- 
sideration be given to this subject by the commissioners and every 
fHoit made to secure a move li})eral appropriati(m in order that this 
inipurtant branch of the work may function with greater efficiency. 
Not only is a larger number of medical and dental inspectors needed, 
but there is also a need for a larger number of dental clinics. 

The total number of physical examinations or inspections made by 
the 12 medical inspectors now employed was 60,311 durmg the school 
term 1927-28. This includes 4,457 first-grade and kindergarte^ 
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pupils, and 3,259 in other grades who were given complete physical 
examinations. 

Six hundred and ninety-seven applicants for teaching positions, 
691 for work permits, and 280 for admission to the normal schools, 
making a total of 9,384 complete physical examinations during the 
school term. 

Diirino: the school term 3,104 pupils were excluded from school for 

various causes. 

Four thousand seven hundred and one kinrlei-o;arten and first-grade 
pupils were examined and 91.1 per cent found to have some jihysical 
defect. Many of these defects, however, were of more or less minor 
importance and can easily be corrected. 

The defects found in this group were: Defective teeth, 61 per 
cent; diseased tonsils, 45.6 per cent; enlarged cervical glands, 25.1 
per cent; poor nutrition, 23.3 per cent; defective nasal breathing, 
16.5 per cent; defective vision, 10.8 percent; anemia, 9.9 percent; 
chronic nasal catarrh, 6.8 per cent; skin and parasitic diseases, 4.7 
per cent; oithopedic defects, 3.S per cent; nervous system defects, 
3.8 per cent; pulmonary diseases, 3.5 per cent; defective speech, 
2.5 per cent; defective heai'ing, 1.9 per cent; cardiac diseases, 1.9 
per cent; eye diseases, 1.0 per cent; crossed eyes, 1 per cent; 
hernia, 0.9 per cent; and discharging ears, 0.5 per cent. This show- 
ing clearly demonstrates the urgent need for a more adequate medi- 
cal, dental, and nursing service in the pubUc schools of this District. 

Seven hundred and twenty appHcants for "Child labor permits 
were examined at the child labor office during the year and 239 were 
given permits; 480 temporary permits, and 1 refused a permit. 

Nine hundred and seventy-seven applicants for teaching positions, 
and for admission to the normal schools, were given a thorough physical 
examination, resulting in 29.3, or 29.9 per cent, passing, 035, or 04.9 
per cent, passed conditionally, 44, or 4.5 per cent, rejected tem- 
porarily, and 5, or 0.5 per cent, definitely rejected. 

During the school term 2,028 pupils were immunized against diph- 
theria. The school-inspection service was assisted in this work by a 
representative of the United States Public Health Service. 

The dental inspectors examined 21,499 pupils and 977 applicants for 
teaching positions and for admission to the normal school, making a 
total of 22,470 examinations. 

The recoi'd shows n gradual reduction in the percentage of pupils 
having carious teeth since the opening of dental clinics in the schools 
up to the year 1924, and since that time thei-e has been a slight 
increase. The need for more dental cUnics is again mentioned. 

The dental operators treated a total of 4,493 pupils during the school 
term, and in 78.5 per cent the pupils had all dental work completed. 
In addition to tins work the dental hygienists gave prophylactic 
treatment to 9,034 pupils. 

The school nurses handled a total of 17,097 pupils. Of the defects 
found in these pupils 27.3 per cent were cured, 1.29 per cent improved, 
and 15.5 per cent treatment was instituted. 

BUREAU OF FOOD INSPECTION 

The total number of food producing and vending establishments 
registered at the close of tlie fiscal year was 4,355. Each of these 
establishments was inspected on an average of 21.16 times during the 
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year. There were 7,609 inspections of dairy farms located outside 
the District of Columbia. The total nmnber of all inspections made 
was 101,033. 

One thousand five hundred and sixteen dairy farms authorized to 
ship milk or cream into the District of Columbia were registered at 
the close of the fiscal year. These dairy farms, which are located 
almost entirely in the States of Maryland and Virginia, were inspected 
on an average of 5.02 times each during the year. 

BUREAU OF SANITARY INSPECTION 

General nuisance inspections. -^The total number of official visits of 
all kinds made by the sanitary inspection service during the year was 
approximately 90,455. Fifty-nine thousand and twenty-seven of 
these visits wore made necessary by complaints of nuisances. Nui- 
sances were abated in 10,374 instances, and prosecutions instituted ia 
289 instances for violation of the sanitary laws and regulations. 

In 301 instances assessment system notices were served on non- 
resi(U'nt owners for the abatement of nuisances on their property 
located in this District. In all but 20 instances the nuisance was 
ahated by the owners, and in these instances the nuisance was abated 
by the District and the cost assessed against the property concerned. 

Manufacture and sale of mattresses. — During the year 1,402 visits 
were made to establishments where mattresses are manufactured, 
renovated, or offered for sale. The total number of these estabhsh- 
ments registered with the health department at the close of the 
fiscal year was 104. Comparatively few complaints were made nojr 
was any flagrant violation of the law observed. 

Boardrncj homes for children. — During the year 1,049 inspections 
were ijuule of boarding homes for children. At the close of the year 
214 of these homes wore operating under permits. 

ATleij houses. — During the year continued ofl'ort was made to im- 
prove the structural condition and maintenance of alley houses. 
Two thousand eight hundred and sixty-one notices were served for 
existing nuisances, all of which were abated except those in which 
the time allowed for the abatement had not expired June 30, 1928. 

Pediatry establishments. — At the close of the fiscal year 104 persons 
had registered and qualified under the law to practice pediatry in 
this District. 

Child hygiene service. — The child hygiene service showed a satis- 
factory growth along all lines during the year. One now station was 
established at 2012 Rhode Island Avenue NE. Two additional 
nurses and five additional doctors were appointed. With this in- 
ci'eased personnel it was possible to arrange for special conferences 
«t all stations for children between 2 and 6 years of age in order to 
give closer attention to the underweight child. Prenatal work was 
also started in two stations. 

The total number of visits made by children to the various stations 
during the year was 48,268, of which 34,878 were made by whit^ 
children and 13,390 by colored. The nurses made a total of 26,45^ 
visits to the homes of children. 

Ihe child hygiene service is a very important branch of the health 
^Ijpartnient, and as soon as more adequate appropriation can be 
obtained it is the purpose to establish more stations in certain sec- 
tions of the city that are in need of this service. 
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THE POUND SERVICE 

During the fiscal year 6,012 animals were handled at the pound, 
as follows: 4,528 dogs, 2 goats, 1 mule, 22 horses, and 1,459 cata. 
These animals were disposed of as follows: 1,193 dogs sold, 16 re- 
turned after quarantine to the owners, 2,723 were killed, and 60 
remained at the close of the year. All of the cats were killed, and 
the other animals redeemed by the owners or sold by the pound- 
master, as provided by law. The fees collected amounted to $2,384.50. 

BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS 

Nine thousand one hundred and seventy-five births, 487 stillbirths, 
and 6,987 deaths were recorded during the year. 

Three thousand seven hundred and fifty-five transcripts from the 
records of births and deaths were issued. 

Respectfully submitted. 

W. C. Fowler, M. D., 

Health Officer. 
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69 Other general diseases: 
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74b Cerebral embolism and thrombosis 
Sinus thrombosis 


/5 Paralysis without specified cause: 
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Paralysis of muscles 


76 i General paralysis of the insane 
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